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I take it to be a rule proper to be observed in all occurrences of life, but more especially in the domestic or matrimonial part of it, to preserve always a disposition to be pleased.    This cannot be supported but by considering things in their right light, and as Nature has formed them, and not as our own fancies or appetites would have them.   He then who took a young lady to his bed, with no other consideration than the expectation of scenes of dalliance, and thought of her (as I said before) only as she was to administer to the  gratification of desire;   as that desire flags, will, without her fault, think her charms and her merit abated : from hence must follow indifference, dislike, peevishness, and rage.   But the man who brings his reason to support his passion, and beholds what he loves as liable to all the calamities of human life both in body and mind, and even at the best, what must bring upon him new cares and new relations; such a lover, I say, will form himself accordingly, and adapt his mind to the nature of his circumstances.    This latter person will be prepared to be a father, a friend, an advocate, a steward for people yet unborn, and has proper affections ready for every incident in the marriage state.    Such a man can hear the cries of children with pity instead of anger; and when they run over his head, he is not disturbed at their noise, but is glad of their mirth and health.    Tom Trusty has told.me, that he thinks it doubles his attention to the most intricate affair he is about, to hear his children, for whom all his cares are applied, make a noise hi the next room : on the other side, Will Sparkish cannot put on his periwig, or adjust his cravat at the glass, for the noise of those damned nurses and squalling brats; and then ends with a gallant reflection upon the comforts of , matrimony, runs out of the hearing, and drives to the chocolate-house.
According as the husband is disposed in himself, every circumstance of his life is to give him torment or pleasure. When the affection is well placed, and